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Dear ACWR members, 
 
Greetings from Nazareth and Happy 

Spring! The ACWR Board has been busy 

since our last newsletter, working on 

updating our Bylaws and beginning work 

on the program for the 2018 Triennial 

Meeting in Louisville, Kentucky. Sister 

Caritas Strodthoff hosted the ACWR 

Board meeting in March at the beautiful 

Holy Family Convent, home of the 

Franciscan Sisters of Christian Charity in 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin. During this very 

positive and collaborative meeting the Board discussed changes 

to the bylaws regarding travel and annual meetings. We also 

invited Emily Reed, incoming Vice President-Elect, to join us and 

bring us up to speed on her work with the Technology Committee. 

If you visit the ACWR website you will notice many positive 

changes and updates. Perhaps the biggest decision made 

involved the annual Business Meeting. In order to reduce costs 

and make the information shared at the meeting more accessible, 

it was decided to discontinue having and in-person meeting at 

SAA each year. Instead, the Board will produce an annual report 

which will be available on our website. We will also webcast live 

from our Fall Board meeting to discuss the report and answer 

your questions. More information will be available on the ACWR 

website. Planning for the 2018 Triennial is moving forward. Please 

be sure to fill out the survey sent to you a few weeks ago ï your 

input will help us shape next yearôs program! I also encourage you 

to send in your information for the updated Women Religious 

Resources Directory project. This will be an invaluable source of 

information for archivists and researchers in the future. The Board 

is very excited about the progress we are making in positioning 

ACWR for the future and look forward to working with you as we 

continue to grow and evolve. 

Peace and Joy, 

 

Kathy Hertel-Baker, khertelbaker@scnky.org  
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Kathy Hertel-Baker 

Here is a glimpse of the ACWR Board 

from the recent March meeting. They 

are: (From Left to Right) Sarah Cantor, 

past-president, Caritas Strodthoff, 

OSF, secretary, Kathy Hertel-Baker, 

president, Emily Reed, vice-president/

president-elect, Jennifer Head, at-large 

board member, Veronica Buchanan, 

executive secretary, and Ladonna 

Kassmeyer, FSPA, treasurer. 

mailto:khertelbaker@scnky.org
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While vacationing on a tour in France this past September, I was able to take 
advantage of my time when we were in Lyon by visiting to the Archives of the 
Sisters of St. Joseph.   I was so excited to tour not only a foreign archives but an 
archives which has meaning to my job!   
 

Many of you may wonder why the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon are important to 
me.  Like many congregations of women religious in the United States, the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Baden trace back their family tree to Europe.  For the Baden 
congregation, the European origins lie in Lyon, France.  In 1836, Mother St. John 
Fontbonne sent six sisters from Lyon to St. Louis, Missouri.  From this original 
foundation in Missouri, the Sisters of St. Joseph spread across the United States 
and in 1869, the sisters from the congregation in Brooklyn (in Brentwood today) 
established a new congregation in Ebensburg, PA (the Ebensburg congregation 
moved to Baden, PA in 1901). 
 

So, knowing this heritage of the Baden Congregation, my being able to visit not 
only Lyon but also to the Archives of the Sisters of St. Joseph there really made 
my trip that much better.  At the archives, I was warmly welcomed by the archivist, 
Elisabeth Favier, and her assistant, Sister Ignatius.  Naturally, we talked shop, 
discussing the archives, projects, reference requests, and volunteers.  What I 
thought was interesting was how different the boxes and folders were from the 
ones to which I am accustomed, especially the document folders, which had four 
sides that folded in.  In recent times, the Lyon Archives absorbed the Archives from 
the Bourg and Bordeaux branches and were housed in a separate room. 
 

Another feature of the facility is a museum dedicated to Mother St. John 
Fontbonne, who not only played a role in the founding of the sisters in America but 
more importantly, she refounded the congregation after the French Revolution,  
during which the Sisters of St. Joseph had been dispersed, suppressed, and 
imprisoned.   I was able to stand next to the statue that they have of her, look at 
her signature, and see her profession cross.  There was also a display cabinet with 
items donated from congregations of Sisters of St. Joseph throughout the world.   
Tying everything together was the visit to the chapel.  From what I understood, the 
chapel is no longer used for Mass but is leased out for concerts and other events.  
At the back of the chapel, there is a mural showing the family tree of the Sisters of 
St. Joseph, with Baden on a branch up towards the top of the tree. 
 

After leaving the Archives, I made my way over to the Cemetery of Loyasse, where 
Mother St. John Fontbonneôs grave is located.  I wandered through a beautiful 
cemetery, full of artistic crypts, mausoleums, and tombstones.  Sister Ignatius had 
provided me with the row and section for Mother St. John, which was fortunate as 
the place was large!    Her tombstone was of newer origins and I wonder what the 
story is behind that.  That might be something to find out whenever I am able to 
return to Lyon.   And perhaps one day, I will make it to Le Puy, France, which is the 
birthplace of the Sisters of St. Joseph (1650).  ê la prochaine fois (Till next time)! 
 

     Kathleen Washy, kwashy@stjoseph-baden.org  

Photos From Top to Bottom: 

¶ Kathleen Washy with a statue of Mother St. John Fontbonne in the Heritage Centre 

¶ Kathleen  with the archives staff for the Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon  

¶ Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon Convent 

¶ Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon archives  
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Nearly 100 archivists, historians and scholars attended a conference sponsored by the Catholic 
University of America entitled: The Fate of Catholic Religious Order Archives on March 29, 2017. 
The conference was held at the Pryzbyla Center on the campus of CUA in Washington, D.C. The 
content of the presentations will be available on line by the end of May via a website of Catholic 
University of America. Additionally a reporter from Catholic News Service posted an article about 
the conference. Here is the link:  http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2017/panel-
archives-of-religious-orders-tell-history-of-us-church.cfm 

This attendee came away feeling assured that the archives of religious congregations are well 
worth the effort of saving and sharing for future generations and there is help available to make 
sure this happens even as congregations of religious are coming to an end of their existence. 

The speakers all concur that the history of the Catholic Church, of women in the Church in 
America, and of America itself is vastly distorted if it does not include the contributions made by 
religious women and men as they provided education and health care to the multitudes of 
immigrants coming into the country. Through the work of the sisters and brothers, the newly 
arrived immigrants were able to successfully assimilate into American culture while maintaining 
the ethos and identity of being Catholic. The convent chronicles (annals) of women religious, in 
particular, along with letters, journals and diaries provide the emotional climate which permeated 
the daily lives of the sisters in their work as teachers, health care workers and social workers, 
administrators and counselors. This information exists nowhere else except in the archives of the 
religious motherhouses. Neither public nor diocesan archives have these records.   

Such archives are veritable ñgold minesò describing the cultural events of the 18th, 19th, 20th 
centuries by those who were living them. These events shaped the lives of the sisters and they, in 
turn, adapted to the needs of the times in response to the seismic shifts brought about by waves 
of immigrants (who initially came into an anti-Catholic climate), by two world wars, assassinations, 
riots, the ecumenical council and shifting cultural norms.  

Furthermore, one cannot understand Catholic history without studying U.S. women religious who 
served as missionaries in Latin America, Africa and Asia. Catholic sisters have been and are 
agents of change in the American narrative and they have an essential place in American social 
history. To ignore this is to skew the story of these centuries. 

In the second part of the morning, speakers addressed practical issues on how to preserve and 
share the vast treasure troves of information found in the archives of religious congregations as 
they complete their institutional life cycle. Some of the practical suggestions include collaboration, 
digitization and mergers. Examples were given of successful efforts using these three strategies 
to preserve legacies.  

Similar to the concerns expressed by the members of the Custodia working group described in 
ACWR fall newsletter (11/26/16), there is a recognized urgency to address the issue of what to do 
as congregations of women religious, in particular, complete their institutional presence and sell or 
repurpose buildings.   

The morning session ended on the hopeful note that organizations such as the Catholic Research 
Resources Alliance (CRRA) are greatly desirous of protecting endangered archives of women 
religious. They have resources and motivation to help with project management, digital 
repositories and networking.  

 

(article continued on page 4) 
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¶ aŀȅ ноΣ нлмтτ/ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

{ŎǊŀǇōƻƻƪǎ ²ŜōƛƴŀǊ 

¶ Wǳƭȅ но-нфΣ нлмтτ{!! 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ aŜŜǝƴƎΣ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ 

hǊŜƎƻƴ 

¶ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нр-нсΣ нлмтτ

[ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ 

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ 

¶ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мо-мрΣ нлмуτ

!/²w ¢ǊƛŜƴƴƛŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ  

[ƻǳƛǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 

When I began my journey with 
the Sisters of Charity of 
Cincinnati last May, I was 
hoping that one of my initial 
endeavors as Archivist would 
be to coordinate a 
collaboration with DePaul 
Cristo Rey High Schoolôs 
Corporate Work Study (CWSP) 
program. In my previous 
position with the University of 
Cincinnatiôs Henry R. Winkler 
Center for the History of the 

Health Professions, I first encountered the program and was fortunate 
enough to provide partial supervision and projects for a work study 
student in the 2015-2016 school year. From that experience, I was 
inspired by the programôs commitment to bringing real-world job 
experience to students, affording them the opportunity of leaving high 
school with a stronger resume than most college graduates! 
Thankfully, things fell in to place and we were able to commit to having 
two students in the archives with the full support of the SC Leadership 
Council and much-needed guidance and support by work study 
program director Travis Rowley. In assessing possible collaborative 
archival opportunities for the students, my primary criteria were finding 
projects that would support the mission of the community and 
empower the students by fostering a sense of pride and ownership in 
their work along with the cultivation of strong computer-based skill 
sets. With that in mind, the projects that held the most potential were 
updating records for Sisters buried at Mount Saint Joseph cemetery on 
the website www.findagrave.org and uploading finding aids for the 
communityôs vast mission collections to OhioLINK's digital repository.  

(article continued on page 5) 
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The afternoon began with a report on the results of a survey of 
religious congregational archives and the provision of many 
resources from CUA, including documents on digitization, processing, 
tips for handling email, EADôs (Encoded Archival Description), 
appraisals, disaster planning and manuscript accessions. 

Clearly the conversation has begun on the purpose, the value and the 
means for safeguarding the archives of religious congregations for the 
benefit of future generations of scholars, historians and the general 
public.  The fate of our archives is important to think about now, to plan 
for now, even as the future is unfolding in all of its mystery and 
uncertainty. 
 
Mary Navarre, OP,  MNavarre@GRDominicans.org 
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Veronica Buchanan and BreôAle Jackson 

Five Dominican Sisters attended 
the Fate of Religious Archives 

Conference at Catholic University 
of America in Washington D.C. 
March 29, 2017. Left to right: 

Dominican Sisters Mary Navarre, 
Grand Rapids; Elaine Keenan, 
Caldwell; Maureen Foy, Sparkhill, 

Judy Rudolph, Caldwell and  
Geraldine Milbert, Blauvelt. 

https://www.nedcc.org/preservation-training/registration?p=281
https://www.nedcc.org/preservation-training/registration?p=281
http://www2.archivists.org/conference
http://www2.archivists.org/conference
http://www2.archivists.org/conference
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ee11807yb671edf2&llr=ys9myawab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ee11807yb671edf2&llr=ys9myawab
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ee11807yb671edf2&llr=ys9myawab
https://www.facebook.com/acwrarchivists/photos/a.886228421402558.1073741828.886190931406307/1842430605782330/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/acwrarchivists/photos/a.886228421402558.1073741828.886190931406307/1842430605782330/?type=3&theater
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Editor�¶s Note: Perhaps Poems capture the feelings of 
Archivists better than descriptions. 

 
Today 
I chose 
which 

Love Affairs 
to discard 

became the view master 
evaluating 

 

Moveable Sun Slabs 
gold and delicate peach 

round contours and impasto paint 
the only sun I will see here 

Landforms 
monumental works in herculean colors 

Tabors 
abstract percussion rhythms that never 

belonged to me 
 

Why did you take so many pictures of the same painting? 
 

Sitting in a tiny windowless room 
surrounded 
by the dead 
accessioned  

statues, books, records on thin aged paper 
 

They lean close as I 
crouch over a light box 
glowing island 

emerging from my cluttered work station 
out of place and time 
tiny images to peer at 

 

How can I get rid of these slide mounts of your life? 
 

Comparing 
light and color 
Sorting through 
someone else's art 

fading reversal film of history 
Time turned to lies 
yellow and blueing 

 

Did you know how the years would warp your images? 
 

Blurring memories 
of thoughts long past 

 

I wonder if you thought your art would still be here? 
 

I face 
my mortality 
in these 
Reminders 

 

What will I leave behind? 
 

Decaying life 
death captured 
pressed 
flower petals 

snapshots of yesterday 
positive images 
between frames 
of Eternity 

 
Who were you, artist, outside of these meticulous slides?  

 

-Natalie C. Smith, intern in the Archives of the Dominican 
Sisters of Grand Rapid Michigan.  

With the plan in place, the week of August 29th, we 
welcomed Freshman BreôAle Jackson and Junior Jordi 
Vasquez Laynez to the Motherhouse campus for the school 
year! BreôAle was very enthusiastic from the start and 
jumped at the chance to meet and interact with Sisters 
around the campus. Through her project on the website 
www.findagrave.org, she has corrected existing records on 
the site for over 200 Sisters, most of which now include 
photographs of the Sister and grave marker thanks to her 
collaborations with Sisters Pat McQuinn and Joyce Brehm. 
Jordi impressed everyone right off the bat with his attention 
to detail and overall commitment to the position. Over the 
past year, he has excelled in the extensive initial training of 
the steps required to format and finalize each finding aid for 
submission. In the last year, he has been able to add over 
70 finding aids to the OhioLINK EAD Finding Aid 
Repository, a feat he was proud to learn was never 
matched by college-level students at my previous position 
with the Winkler Center!  

 

Both students have grown tremendously through the past 
year both professionally and personally; Jordi has become 
more socially interactive with the archives team and other 
Sisters and Breôale has developed a stronger focus in her 
work and continues to find additional opportunities to learn 
about the rich history of the Sisters and community. Sister 
Joyce and myself have been consistently in awe of how 
successful and enriching the process has been not only for 
us, but all of the Sister volunteers in the archives as well. It 
has been an excellent example of a way in which we can 
support our sponsored ministries in furthering both their 
mission and the Charism of the community; the Charism is 
definitely urging us to continue this collaboration and we 
look forward to seeing how our future students will learn 
and grow from their experience! 
 

Veronica Buchanan, Veronica.Buchanan@srcharitycinti.org  

р 

Jordi Vasquez-Laynez and Joyce Brehm, SC 


